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Mobile Phones and Cell Phone Towers Are Not Linked to 
Brain Cancer, the Biggest Study to Date Finds: 

Overview: A new World Health Organization-commissioned international systematic review of 5,000 studies 
focusing on 63 reports from 22 countries over a nearly 30-year period found that cell phone and cell tower 
radiofrequency waves (RF) had no link to brain or childhood cancer risk. Persuasively, as the use of cell phones 
has skyrocketed, cases of brain cancer have remained steady.
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The review was conducted by eleven researchers 
across the world, led by a researcher from the Australian Radiation Protection and Nuclear Safety Agency, and 
published in the journal Environment International. This review is the most comprehensive to date and a clear 
demonstration of the safety of mobile technology. 

Findings: 

• Exposure to RF from mobile phone use likely does

not increase the risk of brain cancer even with
prolonged cell phone use [defined as 10 years or
longer].

• RF exposure from broadcasting antennas or base
stations, like towers, likely does not increase the

risk of childhood cancer.

• Cell towers, which shuttle phone calls and text
messages around the world using radio energy
waves, are also not a cancer risk, the researchers
concluded.

• Newer generation mobile networks, including
third- and fourth-generation, or 3G and 4G,
actually produce "substantially lower" radio
frequency emissions than older networks. While
no major studies of 5G have been completed, there
are studies of radar, which use similar
frequencies, and there is no showing of an
increased cancer risk.

• According to report author Ken Kapiris, having
more cell phone towers reduces the amount of
radio frequency emissions from cell phones
because they don't have to work as hard to get a
signal.

Do Cellphones Cause Brain Cancer? 
A WHO Review of 63 Studies Finds 

No Link. 
'' [Experts] found the risk of brain cancer did not 
increase, even with prolonged cellphone use (defined as 
10 years or more), among those who spent a lot of time 

on their cellphones, or for people who made a lot of 
calls. They also found no increased risks ofleukemia or 

brain cancer in children exposed to radio or TV 
transmitters or cellphone towers. , , 
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